THE   AGITATOR                      /3
" From the legislator's seat, the philosopher's
chair, the merchant's stool and the parson's
desk come the same story - that self-interest
is the propelling motive in life. Yet the fact
remains that, when acting on his impulses
and not from business motives, man finds his
highest good to consist in seeking the welfare
of others."
He agreed with what Sergei Stepniak once
said to him - that Socialism is akin to the religious
movement at the time of the Reformation and
" the only force now able to inspire men with
boundless devotion and utter disregard for
personal safety." Nothing that clashed with this
aspect of Socialism would Hardie tolerate - or
refrain from condemning. He could not, for
instance, allow that Socialists might practise
" the demoralising doctrine of c ca' canny' "
(which taught wage-earners to do as little as
possible for their pay, to slow up processes of work
by strictly observing rules, and so on).
" No man can act dishonestly without be-
coming dishonest. The tradesman who cheats
his customers is cheating himself most; the
workman who robs his c master5 is robbing
himself of that which even his * master * could
never take from him - his manhood. The
man who is not true to the best in him is not
true to himself. If Socialism be not truth, it
will fail."